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JOHN  STEPHENSON,  Efq; 

Member  of  Parliament  for  St,  Michaels. 


SIR, 

WHE  N  I  did  myfelf  the  honor  of  paying  my  refpeils  to  you  at  , 
Brentford  Butts,  you  was  pleafed  to  fay,  you  fhould  be  glad  of 
my  Remarks  on  American  Affairs,  in  order  to  lay  them  before  Lord 
North. 

Sensible  as  I  may  be  of  my  want  of  abilities  to  convey  my  own 
thoughts  in  a  mafterly  and  ftriking  manner,  I  will  not  however  decline  the 
talk  on  this  account,  as  there  is  a  poffibility  that  it  may  help  to  undeceive 
his  Majefty’s  Minifter  in  fome  very  material  points,  and  may  tend  to 
throw  a  new  light  on  the  politics  of  that  country. 

I  PRESUME  it  neceffary  for  a  Minifter  to  know  from  whom  he  re¬ 
ceives  his  information,  and  what  odportunity  his  informant  has  had  of 
acquiring  his  knowledge,  leaft,  in 'matters  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  he 
might  be  influenced  to  meafures  dictated  by  the  intereft,  caprice,  and 
often  overheated  imagination  of  a  perfon,  totally  unacquainted  either 
with  the  manners,  genius,  or  the  general  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  he  treats  of. 

It  is  not  from  vanity  I  become  an  egotift  j  but  in  order  to  fhew  how 
far  I  am  interefted,  and  what  pretenfions  I  have  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
fubjedt.  The  perfon  therefore  who  does  himfelf  the  honor  to  addrefs 
you  on  this  occafion  is  a  native  of  England,  all  his  neareft  connedtions 
have  been  and  are  employed  in  the  fervice  of  their  Sovereign,  he  fpent 
the  early  part  of  his  life  in  the  fame  fervice,  and,  confequently,  muft 
have  an  attachment  to  his  Mother  Country,  and  a  fpirit  of  layalty  for 
his  King  ;  he  has  refided  twenty  years  in  America  ;  his  family  and  pro¬ 
perty  are  all  in  that  country;  he  has  been  a  member  of  alTembly  in 
one  of  the  Colonies  for  feveral  years,  and  has  fpent  the  laft  five  years 
in  the  middle  Colonies,  where  he  had  an  acquaintance  and  intimacy 

with  fome  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Councils  and  Affemblies  of  the 
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Provinces  of  New  England,  New  York,  Jerfey,  Penfilvank,  Maryland 
and  Virginia  i  he  has  read  the  charters,  laws,  and  hiftories  of  thele 
fevcral  Provinces,  and  did  endeavour  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with 
their  political,  general  and  partial  views. 

Thus  far.  Sir,  I  thought  proper  to  premife,  to  give  weight  to  my  ob- 
fervations,  and  to  evince  that  1  am  unbiaffed,  uninfluenced,  by  any 
motives,  other  than  a  zealous  attachment  to  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Houfe, 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind  in  general,  and  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies  in  particular;  and  I  may  truly  fay,  by  an  enthufiaftic  de- 
fire,  to  fee  fuch  a  compadl  eftablifhed  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  as  may  laft  to  the  end  of  time,  give  wealth  and  confequencc 
to  the  former,  peace  and  happinefs  to  the  latter,  and  preferve  America 
in  fuch  a  Hate  of  dependance  on  the  Mother  Country,  as  may  be  be¬ 
neficial  to  both. 

In  treating  of  the  difagreements  of  communities  in  order  to  their 
reconcilement,  it  will  be  neceflkry  to  preferve  nearly  the  fame  mode  of 
proceeding,  as  in  difputes  between  individuals,  by  Hating  the  claims 
and  defires  of  the  parties,  with  this  difference,  that  in  communities 
there  are  feveral  orders  or  degrees  of  men,  each  influenced  by  its  par¬ 
ticular  Hation,  views  or  profpedts,  I  lliall  therefore  clafs  out  and  ar¬ 
range  the  inhabitants  of  North  America  into  their  feveral  orders,  point 
out  the  diflindl  views  and  defires  of  each,  and,  on  the  whole,  hum¬ 
bly  offer  my  opinion. 

The  firH  order  of  men,  I  fliall  treat  of,  are  thofe  who  poflefs  the 
greateH  fliare  of  property,  unconnedled  with  commerce.  This  clafs 
is  principally  compofed  of  fuch  who  live  by  the  intereH  of  their 
money  (very  many  of  whom  are,  truly  fpeaking,  exorbitant  Ufurers) 
and  others,  who  have  already  made,  or  are  making,  their  fortunes  by 
Land-jobbing  (another  fpecies  of  oppreflion.)  The  general  opinion  of 
this  order  of  men,  refpedling  the  difputes  fubfiHing  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies  is,  that  matters  can  never  be  right,  until  a 
nobility  or  diHinflions  are  eHabliftied  in  America,  and  voting  by  bal¬ 
lot  for  the  members  of  affembly  abolifhed  in  thofe  Colonies  where  it 
is  allowed.  They  fee  a  neceflity  (they  fay)  of  having  a  number  of 
offices  created  in  America  to  gratify  the  leading  families,  and  thereby 
to  fupport  government.  And,  in  confideration  of  thefe  advantages, 
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they  would  readily  acquiefce  with  the  taxation  of  the  Britiih  parlia¬ 
ment,  provided  it  did  not  affea:  the  landed  or  moneyed  intereft  ;  what 
I  mean  by  the  moneyed  intereft  in  this  cafe  is,  monej  let  out  at  iniereji. 

The  next  order  in  point  of  confequence  are  the  commercial  men, 
who  vary  their  claims  and  defires  as  it  ferves  their  immediate  interefts ; 
they  fometime  ago  entered  into  refolves  not  to  import  Englifli  goods, 
until  the  revenue  adts  were  repealed  j  but  their  intentions  were  to  dirpofe. 
of  their  ftock  then  in  hands  on  more  advantageous  terms ;  their  purpofes 
ferved,  they  broke  their  engagement  j  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  thofe 
who  were  the  moft  violent  in  bringing  about  the  non-importation  agree¬ 
ment,  were  the  very  men  who  exerted  themfelves  moft  to  break 
through  it. 

The  third  clafs  confifts  of  the  pradlitioners  of  the  law,  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  courts  of  judicature;  a  fet  of  men  now  become  nume¬ 
rous  in  America,  and  from  their  connexion  with  the  two  former  claffes, 
are  not  without  influence.  Such  of  them  as  are  unprovided  for  by 
Government  are  flaming  patriots.  But  their  oppofition  to  Parliamen¬ 
tary  taxation  is  founded  entirely  upon  what  they  conceive  to  be  confti- 
tutional  principles.  In  this  they  difagree  with  each  other,  as  much  as  it 
is  poffible  for  men,  whofe  ideas  are  ffiackled  by  their  profeffional  edu¬ 
cation,  and  who  argue  upon  principles  which  are  not  fixed  j  and 
which,  if  they  were  fixed,  could  no  more  be  adapted  to  the  prefent 
Britiffi  empire,  than  the  (hoe  of  a  child  to  the  foot  of  a  giant ;  and  I 
,am  convinced,  that  were  any  of  their  fyftems  carried  into  execution,  it 
would  be  full  as  injurious  to  the  whole,  as  the  prefent  anarchy  that 
reigns  throughout  that  unhappy  country.  The  gentlemen  of  this  pro- 
feffion,  who  have  wrote  in  favor  of  the  abfolute  power  of  Parliament, 
arc  either  in  the  pay  of  Government,  or  in  a  ftate  of  expectancy  :  it 
is  hard  to  know  which  party  have  done  moft  mifehief.  Men  of  under- 
ftanding  and  reafonable  principles  are  fired  with  indignation  at  the  im¬ 
practicable  abfurd  fchemes  of  the  one,  and  the  defpotic  doctrines  of 
the  other. 

The  reverend  the  clergy,  of  every  feCt,  conftitute  my  fourth  clafs ; 
very  many  of  them  are  exemplary  in  their  conduCt  and  morals  j  the  tole¬ 
ration,  almoft  univerfal  in  this  country,  contributes  not  a  little  to  pro- 
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,  mote  in  the  feveral  paftors  an  emulation  in  morality  and  decency ;  but 
I  an)  forry  to  obfeive,  that -a  very  great  majority  of  this  clafs  aim  at 
pro;fioting  feparate  interefts  and  invidious  diftindions ;  they  do  this 
from  a  profped  of  giving  confequence  to  their  feveral  focieties,  and 
thereby  to  acquire  weight  to  themfelves.  Such  difpofitions  are  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  clergy  of  any  particular  fed;  each  wifli  for  power,  and 
would  readily  fecond  the  operations  of  that  government,  however  cruel 
and  arbitrary,  which  (hould  indulge  them  with  fome  few  perfecuting 
powers.  The  above  four  clalTes,  or  order  of  men,  have  views  each  for 
their  own  aggrandizement,  which  are  however  incompatible  with  the 
peace,  happinefs  and  confequence  of  the  great  community  ;  and  as  the 
members  of  thefe  clafies  are  thofe  (and  only  thofe)  who  have  accefs  to 
his  Majefiy's  Minifters,  orperfons  of  any  confequence  on  this  fide  the 
water,  their  every  fcheme  has  tended  to  influence  Government  to  fuch 
meafures,  as  would  enable  them  to  exercife  a  tyranny  over  their  fellow 
fubjeds  in  that  part  of  the  world;  and  they  hide  their  real  intentions, 
under  the  fpecious  pretexts  of  the  neceflity  of  their  being  properly 
fupported,  in  order  to  preferve  good  order  and  obedience  to  Government. 

The  fifth  clafs  of  men,  whofe  difpofitions  I  intend  to  defcribe,  are 
the  yeomandry  and  peafantry  of  this  country,  who,  for  good  fenfe,  un- 
derilanding,  virtue  and  ufeful  learning,  may  truly  be  faid  to  excel  the 
fam.e  order  of  individuals  in  any  part  of  the  world.  From  the  better 
fort  of  this  clafs,  the  members  of  aflTembly  (fave  only  in  capital  towns)  are 
chiefly  chofe  ;  the  general  fentiments  of  thefe  men  are,  that,  for  the  fake 
of  mutual  advantage,  as  well  as  inclination,  they  wifh  for  fuch  a  corn- 
pad  to  fabfifl:  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  as  may  fecure  to 
Great  Britain  an  increafing  revenue,  on  account  of  her  protedion ;  and 
alfo  to  affifl;  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  together  with  a  ftipu- 
lation  for  extraordinary  exigencies,  fuch  as  war.  Sec,  this,  added  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  exclufive  trade,  they  think  a  fuflicient  requifition  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  And  in  lieu  of  which,  they  think  themfelves 
intitled  to  civil  and  religious  freedom  in  the  greatefl:  extent^  confident 
with  the  good  of  their  particular  communities ;  and  to  have  the  power 
of  reflraining,  in  fome  meafure,  the  officers  of  their  feveral  govern¬ 
ments,  from  ads  of  injuflice,  negled  or  oppreffion ;  they  acknowledge 
many  defeds  in  their  feveral  conflitutions  and  charters,  but  they  how¬ 
ever  think  them  preferable  to  being  at  the  mercy  of  any  unreftrained 
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individual,  or  body  of  men,  who,  fituated  at  a  great  diflance,  could  not 
readily  redrefs  their  grievances  ;  they  recount  (and  I  am  forry  to  fay 
with  fome  truth)  many  inftances  of  oppreffion,  negledl,  partiality,  in- 
juftice  and  cruelty  committed  by  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  and  the  officers 
of  the  revenue,  for  which  the  injured  could  never  get  redrefs,  and 
were  eventually  ruined  in  feeking  for  it  j  they  complain,  that  the  arifto- 
cratic  interefi:  is  encouraged  and  countenanced  in  the  Colonies,  to  the 
injury  of  virtue,  induflry  of  the  valuable  kind,  and  the  fimplicity  of 
manners,  fo  neceflary  in  all  well  regulated  communities,  particularly 
in  Colonies  fo  far  diftant  from  the  Mother  Country. 

The  laft  order  of  men  are  very  in  con  fide  table  in  point  of  property, 
number,  confequence,  or  virtue  to  the  whole  community,  they  confifi; 
of  failors,  porters,  fifhermen,  and  other  the  appendages  to  large  com¬ 
mercial  towns;  who,  without  thought  or  fear  of  confequences,  are 
ready  to  commit  any  atfts  of  defperation  or  madnefs  which  may  prefent. 
The  good  regulations  and  exafl  difeipline  which  formerly  fubfifted  in 
the  American  towns  are  now  no  more,  the  people  have  loft  the  con¬ 
fidence  they  once  had  in  their  governments,  and  they  fee,  without 
emotion,  the  favage  pradlifi^f  thefe  banditti.  The  officers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  ariftocratic  intereft  of  America,  have  made  no  ferious 
attempt  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe  diforjiers,  biit,  on  the  contrary,  have  in  a 
fecret  and  underhand  manner,  promoted  moft  afts  of  capital  depredation, 
which  have  been  committed  in  that  country  thefe  laft  ten  years,  from 
the  refieftion,  that  the  confequent  correction  for  fuch  mifdeeds,  muft 
eventually  throw  more  power  into  their  hands.  It  is  ridiculous  enough 
to  fee  the  pains  fome  men  have  taken  to  be  infulted,  in  order  to  make 
it  a  plea  of  merit ;  and  it  is  too  true,  that  many  of  them  have  received 
rewards  in  confequence  of  their  earned  ill  treatment.  But  neither  the 
Minifters  of  the  prefent,  or  any  former  period,  can  be  juftly  cenfured 
on  this  account,  for  they  can  only  judge  from  the  informations  which 
they  receive  ;  and  here  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  as  very  few  Ame¬ 
ricans  ever  wait  on  a  Minifter,  but  with  an  expedlation  of  fome  favors, 
confequently  they  take  care  to  inform  themfelves,  as  to  the  opinion  or 
fyfiem  then  adopted  by  the  Minifter,  and  they  are  generally  prudent 
enough  to  regulate  their  anfwers  accordingly,  I  here  fubjoin  a  remark 
I  once  heard  made  by  Lord  Colvill,  when  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majefty’s  fleet  in  America,  who,  fpeaking  on  this  fubjeft,  faid,  “  that 
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“  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  for  his  Majefty's  Miniflers  to  be  juftly  in- 
formed  as  to  American  affairs,  for  the  officers  of  the  feveral  govern- 
**  ments  were  generally  partizans  in  all  difputes,  and  confe(juently  re* 
prefent  unfairly  ;  a  Commander  in  Chief,  either  of  the  Army  or  Na- 
*«  vy,  has  feldom  any  intimate  acquaintance  but  with  the  King’s  fer- 
“  vants,  and  the  information  they  almoft  always  get  from  them  is 
founded  on  prejudice  ;  befides,  military  men  feldom  trouble  them- 
“  felves  to  enter  minutely  into  the  principles  of  government,  or  the 
caufe  or  confequence  of  meafures.” 

From  this  general  and  fhort  view  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  America,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  they  are  now  in  a  ftate  un¬ 
fettled  and  unhappy,  the  feveral  orders  jealous  of  each  other,  and  this 
country,  to  whom  formerly  they  ufed  to  look  up  for  prote(flion  and  re- 
drefs,  they  now  confider  in  the  light  not  of  a  parent  but  of  a  tyrant; 
they  have  in  a  great  meafure  loft  that  attachment  which  they  were  re¬ 
markable  for  having  to  this  kingdom,  and  the  family  of  his  prefent 
Majefty  on  the  throne ;  the  officers  of  Government  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  this  general  difaffedtion ;  the  language  of  thefe  men  are, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  America  have  hitherto  been  but  too  happy,  and 
that  now  it  is  time  they  ftiould  experience  fome  of  the  miferies  felt  in 
other  countries  ;  and  they  enforce  the  mandates  of  Government,  not 
with  the  foothing  arguments  of  the  utility  or  neceffity  of  meafures,  but 
with  threats  and  infults  :  I  would  not  be  underftood  in  this,  or  any  of 
my  general  obfervations,  to  infinuate,  that  there  are  not  fbme  excep¬ 
tions  to  them  :  in  America  there  are  many  men  of  large  property,  who 
have  acquired  their  fortunes  in  the  moft  juft  and  honourable  manner, 
and  who  poftefs  the  moft  benevolent  hearts ;  there  are  merchants  there 
who  would  forego  every  profpedt  of  private  advantage  for  their  country’s 
good  i  and  moft  true,  however  ftrange  it  may  appear,  there  are  in  that 
country  lawvers  of  the  moft  liberal  fentiments  in  refpeit  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  who  poftefs  philanthropy  in  the  higheft  degree  j  there  is  alfo 
a  poffibility,  that  among  the  clergy  may  be  found  fome  who  wiffi  well 
to  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  mankind ;  and  many  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervants  are  juftly  intitled  to  be  excepted  from  my  general  re¬ 
marks  on  them,  and  who  would  wiffi  to  reftrain  the  violence  of  their 
brethren  were  it  in  their  power. 

Matters 
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Matters  cannot  long  continue  in  their  prefent  ftate ;  difaffedion 
ever  watches  for  a  favorable  opportunity  to  fhake  off  a  dependence  j 
and  be  the  event  what  it  may,  it  muft  be  injurious  to  both  countries, 
and  in  particular  to  Great  Britain. 

Should  fuch  an  event  take  place,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  premedi¬ 
tated,  as  really  the  Americans  have  not  even  a  ferious  wifh  of  the 
kind }  but  there  is  no  accounting  for  what  trifling  accidents  may  pro¬ 
duce.  The  expulfion  of  the  Auftrian  army  out  of  Genoa,  in  the  year 
1746,  is  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  power  of  an  enraged  and  difaffeded 
community. 

Permit  me  now,  Sir,  moil:  humbly  to  offer  a  few  hints,  as  to  the 
method  which  I  conceive  might  beft  tend  to  promote  a  happy  and  lad¬ 
ing  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies ;  and  if  they 
can  be  of  any  ufe,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  fufficiently  rewarded. 

But  before  I  enter  on  that  part  of  my  fubjed,  I  beg  leave  to  make 
fome  obfervations  on  an  opinion  which  prevails  much  in  this  kingdom, 
to  wit,  that  the  Americans  wifh  to  fhake  off  their  dependence  and  con¬ 
nexion  with  this  country,  and  that  it  is  neceffary  to  curb  and  opprefs 
them,  in  order  to  protrad  that  perio(|.  The  doctrine  in  itfelf  is  as  ridi  - 
,culous  and  abfurd,  as  the  means  propofed  to  prevent  it  is  unjufl  and  in¬ 
famous.  The  Americans  have  good  fenfe  enough  to  know,  that  the 
moment  the  connedion  between  Great  Britain  and  them  is  diffolved, 
they  may  bid  farewel  to  all  domeflic  happinefs.  The  rivallhip  between 
the  different  orders  in  each  community,  the  contention  for  pre-emi¬ 
nence  by  the  feveral  provinces,  religious  perfecution,  that  infeparable 
attendant  of  domeflic  wars,  will  render  their  country  a  theatre  of  daugh¬ 
ter,  without  even  a  profped  of  having  a  defirable  form  of  government 
eflablifhed  in  confequence.  The  Americans  know  all  this  j  and  nothing 
but  oppreffion  andinfult,  or  what:  tends  to  the  fame  thing,  leaving  them 
'in  a  flate  of  uncertainty,  or  allowing  them  only  an  unequitable  corn- 
pad,  can  force  them  to  any  meafures  tending  to  a  feparation. 

The  fleps  neceffary  to  promote  a  happy  reconciliation,  I  fhall  divide 
under  two  heads. 

a*  '' 
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defperation,  and  alfo  to  imprefs  them  with  a  fenfe  of  his  Majefty’s  royal 
clemency  and  regard  for  them,  I  humbly  think  it  expedient— to  give 
orders  to  the  feveral  commanders  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet  and  armies  in 
that  country,  to  preferve  the  {Iridefl:  difcipline,  and  prevent  thofe  under 
their  command  from  treating  the  Americans  with  infult^®  op- 

preflion  ;  to  acquaint  fuch  of  the  merchants  of  London,  who  have  in- 
terefl:  or  connexions  in  America,  of  his  Majefly’s  royal  intentions  to 
take  American  affairs  into  contemplation,  and  to  grant  them  fuch  an 
equitable  compaX  as  his  Majefty  in  Parliament  fhould  fee  meetj  this 
intelligence  will  diffufe  joy  and  gladnefs  throughout  the  Continent,  and 
ffifle  every  idea  of  oppofition  j  and  fhould  his  Majefty,  on  the  proroga¬ 
tion,  gracioufly  recommend  to  his  Parliament,  during  their  recefs,  to 
conftder  of  a  proper  compaX  or  bill  of  rights  for  the  Ameiicafi  Colonies  j 
in  ftaming  of  which  fhould  he  recommend  to  them  an  attention  to 
equity,  mutual  advantage,  and  free  toleration  in  regard  to  religion,  it 
would  have  a  very  good  efFeX.*  2dly,  That  a  compaX,  and  other  ne— 
ceftary  regulations  to  fupport  it,  fhould  be  entered  on  as  expeditioufly 
as  the  importance  of  the  fubjeX  could  admit;  which,  if  well  and ju- 
dicioufly  framed,  would  refleX  everlafting  glory  on  his  Majefty  and  on 
his  Pvlinifters.  This,  Sir,  to  a  patriot  King,  and  a  Minifter  of  under- 
ftanding  and  philanthropl^y,  muff  be  a  moft;  deflrable  crifis.  If  forms  of 
government  decide  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  whether  we  confider  them 
in  a  focial  or  individual  capacity,  furely  it  muff  be  a  godlike  aX  to 
frame  and  grant  fuch  a  conftitution,  as  might  entail  happinefs  on  the 
inhabitants  of  a  vaft  empire  to  the  latefl  period  of  time.  That  a  form 
of  government,  with  the  principles  of  longevity,  may  be  framed  and 
carried  into  execution,  is  to  me  pafl  all  doubt,  provided  it  be  founded 
on  the  following  eflential  principles,  without  which  no  compaX  can 
long  fubfift,  particularly  in  a  country  every  way  circumftanced  as  Ame¬ 
rica  now  is. - This  compaX  fhould  be  equitable,  otherwife  it  can  laft 

no  longer,  than  until  the  aggrieved  party  have  Xrength  and  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  fhake  off  the  yoke.  It  fhould  have  annexed,  oi  blended  with  it, 
fome  Influencing  laws,  which  might  add  ftrength  and  folidity  to  the 
compaX,  and  fhould  interfere  no  further  with  the  natural  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  than  might  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  aggregate  good.  It 
fhould  deftroy  the  rifing  ariftocracy  in  America,  and  allow  of  no  fepa- 
rate  privileges  to  any  particular  order  of  individuals;  diftinXions  muft; 

ever  tend  to  promote  a  revolution ;  a  ftate  in  which  there  are  many 

Nobles, 


['ll.]’* 

Nobles,  and  which  does  not  pofTefs  the  extraordinary  refources  and 
commerce  of 'Great  Britain,  muft  have  a  numerous  vagrant  poor,  who 
are  ready  inftruments,  headed  by  an  ambitious  leader,  to  effedl  a  revo¬ 
lution.  The  compaft  ftiould  abollfh  the  rivallhip  of  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces  j  it  fliould  not  be  perplexed  with  fpeculative  fubtleties,  which 
might  .render  it  uncertain  i  it  Ihould  particularly  provide  for  the  due 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  without  regard  either  to  the  forms  or  pradlicc 
of  the  courts  of  law  of  Great  Britain;  merely  for  the  fake  of  Tmiila- 
ritydt  fliould  provide  for  the  free  exercife  of  all  religions,  and  fliould 
teni  to  encourage  a  yeomandry,  which  mufl;  be  highly  advantageous 
to  Great  Britain,  whether  we  confider  her  in  a  legiflative  or  commer¬ 
cial  capacity.  An  independent  yeomandry,  unlefs  highly  injured,^  fel- 
dom  are  fond  of  change ;  confequently,  they  make  the  befl:  fubjedts. 
A  village  or  diftrid,  inhabited  by  a  hundred  yeomen,  will  take  off  more 
Britifli  manufadlures  than  ten  Noblemen  with  a  thoufand  flaves ;  and 
furely  it  mufl;  be  a  defirable  objedt  to  give  happinefs  to  the  many,  ra¬ 
ther  than  by  aggrandizing  a  few,  to  render  the  many  miferable. 

It  fliould  reflra'in  the  fpirit  of  ufury,  which  is  now  extending  its 
baneful  influence  over  all  America  j  it  fliould  provide  for  the  colledlion 
of  his  Majefty’s  revenue,  and,  by  making  it  the  interefl  of  every  in¬ 
dividual  to  be  jiifl  in  this  reApedt,  thereby  render  opprefTive  laws  unne- 
ceffary  j  the  conftitution  fliould  be  fo  framed,  as  to  prevent  rather  than 
punifh  crimes  j  many  men  will  fay,  that  thefe  are  chimerical  and  im- 
pradlicable  fchemes }  for,  had  they  been  otherwife,  that  almofl;  every 
legiflature  would  have  adopted  them.  I  anfwer,  that  no  period  of 
hiftory  can  furnifh  us  with  an  example  of  a  people  fitted  to  frame  a 
good  form  of  government  for  themfelves,  confequently  there  never 
was  one  j  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  good  regulations  fliould 
never  fucceed,  when  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  were  defedtive  j 
the  Americans,  left  to  themfelves,  would  not,  I  am  fure,  eftablifli  a 
good  form  of  government,  the  intereft  of  individuals  would  ever  in¬ 
terfere  with  and  counteradt  the  publick  good.  But  though  they  might 
not  agree  in  fuch  meafures  among  themfelves,  yet  at  this  period  they 
would  be  glad  to  receive  fuch  a  form  of  government  with  thankful- 
nefs  from  the  legiflature  of  this  kingdom }  this  opportunity  once  loft, 
is  loft  for  ever  ! 


I  DO 


SVaTuu.  «  a-Si*  *7!rl 


f  ■ 


I  DO  not  prefume  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  fuch  a  compaft,  it 
would  take  up  much  time ;  the  King’s  Minifters  can  never  want  aflift- 
ance;  the  Philofopher,  the  man  of  enlarged  fentiments,  and  the.  lover 
of  mankind,  would  readily  give  every  affiftance  to  a  Patriot  King  and 
Minifter,  who  fliould  call  upon  them  on  fo  glorious  an  occaiion,  ' 

r 

For  your  eafe  in  reading,  I  have  got  this  printed }  thereJ’^re  but 
three  copies  of  it,  I  fend  you  two  of  them  >  it  is  not  intended  to  he 
made  publick. 

I  am,  SIR,  ,  _ 


With  the  greatefl  refpecSt  and  cfteem* 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  very  humble  fervant. 


"  0^  n  ^  / 


JOHN  D  A 


INIS. 
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